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INDIAN HAIR Still a Problem in Our Sheitels 
________________________________________________________________________ 

(Source numbers are in parentheses, and listed at the end.) 

Surprisingly, the issue with Indian hair used for idol worship is still a problem in 
Jewish wigs. Rabbi Yosef Shalom Elyashiv zt”l and Rabbi Moshe Sternbuch shlita have 
ruled that wearing wigs from idolatrous practices is forbidden for all Jews. This is 
because it’s benefiting from a product used in avoda zarah, which the Gemara clearly 
states is forbidden (1). Frum researchers who recently looked into the topic estimate 
that 99.99% of natural hair wigs for sale contain Indian hair (13) Additionally, much of 
the hair that is not Indian comes from deceased people (6).  

Source of the Hair: 
India is the largest exporter of human hair in the world. They exported over 1 million 
kilograms of hair in 2010 (14). Those sales earned about 238 million dollars to India 
and the Hindu Indian Temples that year(4). 

30 to 40 million people per year visit the Indian Hindu temples to sacrifice their hair. 
The largest of the Hindu temples, Tirumala, have 40,000 visitors each day coming to 
offer their hair as a thanksgiving offering to one of their Hindu gods (a process called 
tonsuring) (3). It says in the Hindu scriptures that one should sacrifice their hair at 
least once in their lifetime, and Hindus usually do it much more than that (9). 

The Hindu worshipers kneel on the ground, bending their heads forward while their 
hair is shaved, and the hair is then sorted by length before it is bagged and safely 
stored under lock and key. This “black gold,” as it is called, is very valuable and 
remains heavily guarded until it is sold by e-auction to wig and hair extension 
companies (4). 

From there, the hair usually gets shipped to China first. It is dyed, bleached, curled, 
straightened, and otherwise processed in China (4,2). The wigs are often 
manufactured in Chinese factories commissioned by European wig companies (4). The 
product is then shipped to Europe where it goes through further processing before it 
is sold with a label saying “European made” or “European hair.”  The European hair 
companies do not publicize their products as “made in China” since it would be 
detrimental to the high-end image they strive for (4). 

Logically, one can think about it this way: How many bald European women do you 
see? Hardly any. Women only shave their hair for one of two main reasons: as a 
religious offering or because they are starving and as a last resort will sell their hair 
to put food on the table. Europe is not a starving economy, therefore it doesn’t make 
sense that millions of European woman would shave off their precious hair to make a 



Page �  of �7 22

little money. Yet, countless wigs are manufactured each year and all of them contain 
only European hair? How is that possible? 

The Tirumala temple alone employs 9,500 full time workers and 10,000 additional 
laborers to help process the thousands of pounds of hair they collect (4). 85% of the 
Indian population are Hindu, so hair donation is not in short supply (11). Indian hair is 
very similar to Caucasian hair in texture and silkiness, making it a desirable material 
for European wigs (8).  

To quote a non-Jewish news source on Indian wigs, “The long and uniformly trimmed 
hair is called remy hair, which has a big market in Europe and the US, where it is 
woven into wigs” (8). 

To quote another article: “India exported $190 million-worth of hair and related hair 
products in 2009-10 and could more than double that to $470 million by 2013-14, the 
Department for Commerce and Industry says. 
…The U.S. imported over $900 million-worth of wigs, false beards, eyebrows, 
eyelashes and similar products in 2010, while the U.K. imported $79 million-worth and 
China and Hong Kong $71 million. Indian hair is in high demand for wig making and 
hair extensions because it is both ‘thin and strong,’ explains Chennai-based 
CurlsNWaves, one of the country’s largest exporters of hair. The company also 
processes hair, stripping it of color and re-dying it”(9). 

One must remember that avodah zarah is never batel, one hair in a wig containing 
thousands of hairs will render the whole wig forbidden (12). 

It is a reality that India is supplying wig companies throughout the world with the raw 
material they require in the amount they need. No other country in the world shaves 
off their hair on a regular basis. Only starving countries might opt to do such a thing, 
but their citizens have to possess hair that is similar to Caucasian hair to be useful. 
China used to be a large supplier of hair from live people, but due to improvement in 
the Chinese economy in the last 20 years, it is less common to find women willing to 
part with their treasured hair (7). Hair from deceased people, however, is plentiful in 
China and throughout the world (6).  

A second common source of hair is from deceased people (6). It is a way for people 
burying the body to make money on the side. Aside from the repulsive fact that the 
hair came from a dead person, halachicly speaking, using hair from a dead person is 
assur: “The Shulchan Aruch follows the stringent position of the Rashba, and forbids 
deriving benefit from hair taken from a human corpse”(6). Deceased people do not 
object when their hair is shaved before burial, making it a convenient source of wig 
hair.  
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How Do You Know the Wig is Kosher? 
There is an important point to be made. We don’t rely on non-Jews to reassure us that 
the meat we are buying is kosher, we personally slaughter and place a seal on the 
meat ourselves to guarantee its kashrus. In fact, non-sealed meat that was handled 
by a non-Jew is forbidden to be eaten if a Jew wasn’t present during that handling 
(10).  

Why are we relying on a non-Jew’s word that the hair is not Indian hair or corpse 
hair? It is known in the wig industry that hair traders commonly lie to buyers in order 
to make sales (4 and 5). Furthermore, it is known through first-person experience that 
the Chinese manufacturers will say anything to make a sale (2). They also paste on 
“rabbinically approved” labels to all types of shaitels, regardless of their origin (2).  

The hair used in our wigs passes through many hands before it gets to a Lakewood or 
Brooklyn sheitel store. Anywhere along that line, a non-Jew could easily lie about the 
origins of the hair. Remember, all the sheitel stores will only want to purchase the hair 
if the non-Jewish hair seller assures them it doesn’t contain even a little Indian hair.  

As far as kosher certification of wigs are concerned, the buyers for wig manufacturers 
have the ability to easily fabricate where they obtained the hair from. Here is a quote 
from a book written in 2016 about the wig industry: 

“Of course, rabbis are not hair specialists, and confronted by the disorienting sight of 
crates of hair of different length, shade and texture, they are reliant on what wig 
manufacturers tell them” (4). 

In order ensure Indian hair isn’t mixed in with non-indian hair, a Rabbi would have to 
be guarding the hair continuously from the time it is cut until it is woven into a wig in 
China. The Chinese are unethical and will blend Indian Hair with other hair when no 
one is watching. It is financially beneficial for them to do so. (see source #2) 

Remember, only some of the wigs sold in sheitel shops have kosher certification to 
begin with. Many hold no certification of the hair contents, meaning there is no Jew 
overseeing any part of the production (4). 

There is one more point to consider.  Hair coming off of a person is not uniform in 
length (4). In a wig factory, the raw hair is organized in crates by color and length (4). 
That means that many people’s hair ends up in one crate, and even one batch of Indian 
hair in that crate could end up in many wigs.  

Synthetic wigs can be a problem because many also contain real hair to make the wig 
appear more natural (source #1, towards the end of the article). This has been 
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confirmed through testing synthetic sheitels. Foreign manufacturers often add human 
hair to synthetic wigs and still label it “100% synthetic.”  

The wigs need to be checked under a microscope by someone properly trained. Some 
Shatnez rabbanim are trained in this, such as R’ Sayagh in Lakewood. (The author of 
this report is not affiliated with him). 

Permission granted to copy and distribute. 

______________________________________________________________________ 
Sources Listed: 
Please see below this list for the actual articles without pictures. 

1) “Wigs and Idolatry” by Rabbi Yirmiyahu Ullman, shlita for Ohr Somayach. <https://
ohr.edu/1698>. 

2) Interview with a shaitel macher with 18 years of experience. 

3) Culture Unplugged Documentary video called: “Human Hair Trade” Filmed in 2005. 

4) “Entanglement: The Secret Life of Hair,” a non-fiction book by Emma Tarlo about the 
wig industry. Published in 2016. 

5) “The Secret World of Black Market Hair Extensions” by Allie Flynn. [Website address 
link omitted because of immodest pictures]. 

6) ”Wigs Made From the Hair of a Deceased Person” <http://www.dailyhalacha.com/
m/halacha.aspx?id=569> 

7) “The Market For Human Hair- Priceonomics” Online Article. Written by Alex 
Mayyasi. [Website address link omitted because of immodest pictures on it.] 

8) “Tirumala temple earns nearly Rs200 crore from auctioning human hair in 2011-12” 
Online article. Website address link omitted because of immodest pictures on it. 

9) Wall Street Journal Article excerpt, titled “Religion Journal: The Great Indian Hair 
Auction” online article. Written by Joanna Sugden. 
[Website address link omitted because of immoddest picture at the end.] 

10) “Kashrut: Deliveries of Fish” from DailyHalacha.com. <http://
www.dailyhalacha.com/displayRead.asp?readID=3096>.  

https://ohr.edu/1698
http://www.dailyhalacha.com/m/halacha.aspx?id=569
http://dailyhalacha.com/
http://www.dailyhalacha.com/displayRead.asp?readID=3096
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11) “Older Population from Indian” By Inderjit Jaipaul, DSW <http://
www.mhaging.org/info/10-04-OIA.html>. 

12) "When It's Null and Void: Understanding Batel BShishim" by Rabbi Dovid Heber 
from the Star-K. <https://www.star-k.org/articles/kashrus-kurrents/611/when-its-
null-and-void-understanding-batel-bshishim-one-sixtieth/#_ftn31>. 

13) Video called “Wigs vs. Tichel” by Rabbi Yaron Reuven, shlita. <http://tznius.tips/
wigs-versus-tichel-by-rabbi-yaron-reuven.html>. 

14) Article from Journal of Waste Management, called “Human Hair ‘Waste’ and 
Its Utilization: Gaps and Possibilities” written by Ankush Gupta. Found at <https://
www.hindawi.com/archive/2014/498018/>. 

Text of Articles: 
______________________________________________________________________ 
SOURCE #1: Article from Ohr Somayach

Ohr Somayach https://ohr.edu/1698 

���  
���

Ask! 
For the week ending 29 May 2004 / 9 Sivan 5764 

Wigs and Idolatry 
by Rabbi Yirmiyahu Ullman - www.rabbiullman.com 

From: T. R. in Belgium 

���
Dear T.R. 

Dear Rabbi, 

http://www.mhaging.org/info/10-04-OIA.html
https://www.star-k.org/articles/kashrus-kurrents/611/when-its-null-and-void-understanding-batel-bshishim-one-sixtieth/#_ftn31
http://tznius.tips/wigs-versus-tichel-by-rabbi-yaron-reuven.html
https://www.hindawi.com/archive/2014/498018/
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Could you please enlighten me on the controversy surrounding wearing wigs made of 
human hair from India, and also is it permissible to continue wearing one. Thank you in 
advance, T. R. 

The Rabbis who oppose the use of Indian-hair wigs are not just splitting hairs. The root 
of the problem is that the hair from India seems to come from idolatrous ceremonies. 
Worshipers grow their hair in honor of a certain god, pledging to cut the hair at the 
temple of the god as a sacrificial thank-offering when their prayer is answered. Of the 20 
million annual pilgrims to the Tirupati temple in Andhra Pradesh, millions offer their hair. 
Six hundred barbers are employed by the temple to shave the pilgrims' hair 24 hours a 
day. Inside the "tonsuring" room, devotees sit cross-legged on the floor, and bend their 
head forward to let a temple barber shave their scalp with a straight razor blade. 
Attendants collect the bundles of hair in dustpans and deposit them in large bins. 

The hair is then auctioned to wigmakers, earning the temple a hair-raising 5.6 million 
dollars. Although India is a small part of the global hair business compared to China, 
Indian temple-hair heads the industry in price. Indian hair is generally finer than Chinese 
and more similar to European and American hair. After being processed, Tirupati hair 
longer than 16 inches sells for as much as $165 a kilogram (2.2 pounds). Shorter hair 
goes for about $100 a kilogram. Some strands bought at auction are made into hair 
extensions that are sold to Western women for as much as $3,000 for a full head of hair. 

The problem is that the Torah not only forbids idolatry itself, but also prohibits deriving 
benefit from any accessory, decoration or sacrifice to idol worship. Primarily, such a 
sacrifice is forbidden only when it is similar to the Jewish Temple offerings of meat, flour, 
oil, wine and water. However, when this object of idolatrous sacrifice (tikrovet avoda 
zara) is whats normally offered, and is cut or broken in honor of the god, it is also 
forbidden to derive benefit from it in any way. Furthermore, the sacrificed object can 
never be nullified, even if its been changed or altered by some process, and even if its 
been indiscernibly mixed with some other permitted material. 

According to this, the Indian woman who tilts her head to have her hair cut, as well as the 
idolatrous barber who cuts it, are both actively offering a sacrifice to the god (even if the 
hair is discarded), prohibiting the hair from being used in any way, even if its eventually 
processed and mixed with other, permitted hair. [In fact, L-Cysteine, a certain food 
ingredient that can be produced from human hair, would also prohibit an entire food if the 
hair is from India, for the above reason that anything which is sacrificed to idolatry can 
never be nullified.] This means that any wig with human hair would be forbidden to wear 
unless it could be ascertained for certain that none of the hair originated in India. 



Page �  of �12 22

A leading Torah authority, Rabbi Moshe Sternbuch, asserts that there are other problems 
than just wearing such a wig. Rambam writes that the prohibition against deriving benefit 
from offerings to idol worship is from the verse, "Nor shall you bring an abhorrence into 
your house" (Deut. 7:26). Accordingly, he writes, it should be forbidden to keep such a 
wig in the home even without wearing it. Also, since the actual money received for 
objects sacrificed in idol worship becomes forbidden, one must be careful not to receive 
money from one who sells or otherwise works with such wigs. He suggests that one who 
buys a synthetic wig or other permitted item from a person who profits from such wigs 
should pay the exact price in cash, or with a check or credit card, in order to avoid 
receiving change from money that may have been paid for them. 

Maran HaGaon Rabbi Elyashiv has also recently prohibited Indian wigs. After sending 
Rabbi A. D. Dunner from England to India to witness the Tirupati temple ceremony first 
hand, he ruled as follows: Regarding human hair wigs in Israel, since most are from 
Indian hair, all are forbidden unless the origin is known. Regarding wigs in other 
countries, if the majority of wigs are from a permitted source, all wigs are technically 
permitted, but one must clarify the source of each specific wig. Regarding wigs made 
from synthetic hair, if they contain human hair as well (which is often the case), they 
must be treated as other human hair wigs as above. In a case of doubt whether they 
contain human hair, they are permitted. Rabbi Elyashiv concludes that since objects 
associated with idol worship are to be burnt in fire, wigs from hair generally known to 
originate in India (but not specifically from the temple) should be burned, while wigs 
specifically known to be from the Tirupati temple must be burned. 

Since the mitzvah of womens hair covering is a highly individual issue, this is not a 
personal ruling. Rather one must consult a local halachic expert who is able to ascertain 
the origin of the wigs available in ones community. Also, it should be clear that we are 
not taking sides on the issue, but merely presenting the opinions currently available. This 
controversy has been explored in the past, and, as then, lenient opinions may be 
forthcoming. 

Sources: 

Avoda Zara 50a,b 
Shulchan Aruch, Yoreh Deah 139:1,2,3  
Rabbi Moshe Sternbuch, Daat vHalacha; Teshuvot vHanhagot 2:414, 3:265; Public 
letter of Iyar 5764  
Rabbi Mordechai Gross, in Teshuvot MBeit Levi (regarding L-Cysteine)  
Rambam, Avoda Zara 7:2, also see Rashi, Avoda Zara 64a, s.v. "Rabbanan" 
Shulchan Aruch, Yoreh Deah 133:1  
Public letter of Rabbi Yoseph Efrati in the name of Maran HaGaon Rabbi Elyashiv, 22 
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Iyar 5764. In a letter of 5 Sivan, Rabbi Elyashiv confirmed Rabbi Efratis account of his 
ruling. 

© 1995-2017 Ohr Somayach International - All rights reserved. 

Articles may be distributed to another person intact without prior permission. We also encourage you to 
include this material in other publications, such as synagogue or school newsletters. Hardcopy or 
electronic. However, we ask that you contact us beforehand for permission in advance at ohr@ohr.edu 
and credit for the source as Ohr Somayach Institutions www.ohr.edu 

Ohr Somayach International is a 501c3 not-for-profit corporation (letter on file) and your donation is 
tax deductable. 

���  ���  ���  ���  ���  ���  ���  
���  
���  

SOURCE #2: Interview with a shaitel macher with 18 years experience: 

“I would like people to know… that myself first hand can attest to the utter 
misrepresentation we are handed with our shaitels. I have been a shaitel macher 
for almost 18 years. I have learned from some of the industry's leading members 
how to identify hair, physically hand tie hair into a wig, how to construct a wig from 
scratch, as well as cutting, coloring, and washing techniques only know to the top 
artist. Approximately 8 years ago I began the difficult process of starting my own 
line of wigs. Making contacts and having representatives in China is not an easy 
process. I learned quickly that there are no morals in business in China. Hair 
which was hand selected here from brokers coming straight from Ukraine would 
be sent to China only to return blended and processed with other hair which I did 
not send or request. The factories always offered tags for my wigs which stated      
"100% European hair" even if we had just negotiated using Brazilian, Mongolian, 
or Uzbekistan hair. They also always offered the "kashrus" label with the blessings 
from "the rabbi" which of course they told me didn't exist. At that point I realized 
that there was no way that I could create a product which I really believed in or 
stood by. I myself who was dealing directly with the factories would never really 
know if the hair which I sometimes cut from a woman here in the states would 
actually return unadulterated or blended with something else. The fact that the 
factories clearly had no scruples regarding misrepresentation to my customers 
meant that they would most likely swindle me too. I decided to forgo 
manufacturing my own line and the money that would come with it. 

It's important for women to know that factories will insert any tag necessary to 
make a sale. Many shaitel machers have no clue that they are being duped. They 
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are told it's European hair and that it has a hashgacha, but the reality is far from 
such. They simply don't know.”  

 -Quoted directly word for word on June 11th, 2017. Shaitel macher chose to 
remain anonymous in this report. 

Report of sources continues, but it has been shortened for the sake of brevity. A 
full version could be mailed or emailed to the Rav if the Rav wishes. 

________________________________ 
Proof of Corruption in Wig Industry: 

Below is a first-hand email correspondence with an Indian supplier, 
R2R Export, on Aug 3, 2017: 

Question: Hi, I am in the hair industry. Please advise the following: I want to 
buy Indian temple hair from you, however, I want you to label it NOT as Indian 
hair. I'll need you to label some as"100% Mongolian hair", some as "100% 
Ukrainian hair", some as "100% Brazilian Hair", and some as "100% Chinese Hair". 
Please let me know if you can do that labeling for me. 
Mk balaji: Greetings 
Yes I can mention it as you say. We have no issue. We sell a lot to USA and UK. 

Question: Thank you. I'm worried about the hair texture. Does your hair 
resemble European/US hair in texture and feel? Is it smooth and silky and thin? 
Will people think it's Indian hair, or will they believe me when I tell them it's 
European hair? 
Mk balaji: To be transparent with you people doesn't know the difference. You 
can mention 
like you need to. 

Question: I wanted to buy hair from Mongolia because they offer me a very 
good price. Can 
you tell me if that is a good idea? Is Mongolian hair good? Is it really coming 
from Mongolia, 
or is it really temple hair that they are labeling "Mongolian hair"? 
Mk balaji: All product are from India they are labelling as their wish and client 
request 

Question: I am being offered hair from all over - Ukraine, Brazilian, Mongolia. 
You are saying that all these hair is really temple hair? How much percentage of 
all human hair being sold in the hair market in the world is really temple hair?  
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Mk balaji: Almost all products are from India. 

Below is a first-hand email correspondence with another Indian 
supplier, D2IMPEX, on Aug 4, 2017: 
Q. I want to buy your hair but I’d like to label it as "Mongolian Hair", and as 
"European Hair”. Can you do that? 
A. I’ll give you empty white label sticker you can write and fix it 

Q. Do you sell your hair to European countries? 
A. We sell more hairs to Europe every month 

Q. On an average, how many kg do you sell to Europe every month? Do they sell 
it as Indian 
temple hair, or do they label it as "100% European Hair"? 
A. We sell indian temple hair only but still we can’t mention indian hair, we 
mention size 
texture and weight only. every month we sell Europe minimum 5 kg above 

Q. I am being offered "Mongolian hair" at a good price. Do you know if 
Mongolian hair is 
good? Is there really such a thing as "Mongolian Hair", or is it really temple hair 
that has been re-branded as "Mongolian Hair"? 
A. our products looks good our import retailers selling most of our products in 
usa brazilian hair, cambodian hair mongolian hair or some else 

Q. Can you tell me - all human hair that's sold in the world in all countries, how 
much percentage is really coming from temple hair and just being sold as 
"Brazilian", "Chinese", etc? 
A. Almost 100 percent hair going all over world from india. China sells a lot of 
hair too but 
they are buying the hair from the Indian temples. 

Q. How do you know that for sure? 
A. We saw more Chinese buys in Chennai 

Q. How do you know that all hair comes from India? And not from China or 
Europe? 
A. Most of the hairs supplier in india and then china supplying the Indian hair 
to uk usa europe Africa. More than 1 lakh (100,000) people sacrifice in south 
indian temple per day 
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Below is a first-hand email correspondence with another Indian 
supplier, Shanmuga, on Aug 4, 2017: 
Q: Is Indian temple hair sold as European and South American hair? Are the 
labels accurate in this industry? If I purchase a wig that has a label that says it's 
from Europe or China, does that mean that there is no Indian hair in those 
wigs? Does the largest percentage of the world’s better quality wig hair come 
from India (temple hair)? 
Answer: Hair you buy from South America is 100% Indian temple hair. 
China products raw hair source is again Indian hair. 

Below is a first-hand email correspondence with another Indian 
supplier, OSA Hair Extensions, on Aug 4, 2017: 
Q: I am being offered Mongolian hair for very cheap. I am being offered 
Ukrainian hair. I am 
being offered South American hair. I am being offered Chinese Hair. Is it true 
that most of that hair is actually temple hair? And if so, can you tell me on 
average, how much percentage of all human hair being sold in the hair industry 
is actually temple hair and just being sold as "Brazilian, Mongolian, Ukrainian"? 
Why would companies label the Indian hair as other country hair? 
A: 90% of hair is sourced only from INDIA. Only in India most of the ladies 
tonsure their head in temples and it is the main source of raw material. But 
due to the great demand and many ask for different types they condition it and 
sell it in whatever name the client asks for. Indian hair is the most versatile 
and best hair. 

Below is a first-hand email with another Indian supplier, 
Temple Hair Wear, on Aug 3, 2017: 
The hair industry is very difficult to navigate these days with so many names 
given to the same hair. Manufacturers name the hair whatever they want to sell 
it, unfortunately, the hair market is driven by money not necessarily pleasing 
the consumer or being genuine. The hair and synthetic blended hair can be 
chemically altered to mimic or create many textures and curl patterns. 
Sacrificing hair is a part of Indian culture and India is one of the most 
populated continents on the planet so there is an abundance of hair. People 
from other countries go to India to buy hair and then they do whatever they 
want to it. 
-Mark 

Dear Madam, 
 
Received your mail with thanks. As discussed in the morning, All hairs are sourced 
from Indian temples, Which are donated to god for religious purpose. Exporters buy 
from temples and distribute all over the Country. There is no such Brazilian, Russian, 
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Peruvian or Mongolian hair. They treat the Indian hair with chemicals and they label 
it has different Countries hair. 
 
Please view our Price List through attachment. Also, for more informations, please 
visit our website www.indianhumanhair.com  
 
Thanking you, I remain with best regards. 
 
S. Lalitha 

________________________________________________________________

Proof That Indian Hair Itself is a Sacrifice 
There has been recent discussion among Rabbonim whether Indian hair is permitted 
for the Jewish people to use in wigs. Some Rabbonim argue that when a Hindu 
person shaves their head at their temple, the act of shaving the hair is the sacrifice, 
not the hair itself. That then makes the hair permitted to be used in our sheitels, since 
the hair is a by-product of the avodah zorah, not the actual avodah zorah. 

Many Rabbonim rule against this view, saying the hair itself is avodah zorah. They say 
the hair is a gift to the Hindu idol. Therefore, they rule that the appearance of one 
Indian hair in the sheitel makes the whole sheitel forbidden to wear or sell. The 
Gemara says that avodah zorah is never batel, so that is why the whole sheitel 
becomes forbidden (sources #18, 19). 

This author would like to present proof from websites, written and explained by the 
Hindu people themselves, that 2 intentions are possible when a Hindu shaves their 
hair at their temple.  

The first intention is for the hair to be a gift to their god. A popular one is “lord Balaji.” 
There is a legend that goes along with this gift of hair, proving the hair is intended to 
be a physical gift to their god. (This reason is in-line with the rabbinical view 
mentioned in paragraph 2). 

The second reason the Hindus give for shaving their hair is that the act of shaving 
their head sacrifices their ego by decreasing the person’s beauty. (This reason is in-
line with the rabbinical view mentioned in paragraph 1.) 

Both reasons are given in these Hindu websites written by Hindu people. Sometimes 
the first reason is given, sometimes the second reason, and sometimes both. If the 
hair donation takes place because it is a thanksgiving offering or a gift in hopes of 
their god fulfilling a wish, that would make the resulting hair actual avodah zorah 
(source #18). 

http://www.indianhumanhair.com/
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Regardless of the devotee’s intention, as the hair is shaved from each person in line, it 
is grouped by length and added to the large bag with hair that contains that same 
length of hair. This results in the bag having hair from many people mixed together. 
The bags are purchased through e-auction by wig and hair extension companies. 

Please review the proofs below, which are direct quotes from the Hindu people about 
the intentions of the Hindu devotees. Also included are some news articles dealing 
with this topic. Most quotes pertain to showing that the Rabbinical view mentioned in 
paragraph 2 is a reality. 

____________________________
Source #1 from Wikipedia Article titled “Venkateswara Temple, Tirumala”

This is an online dictionary written by people knowledgeable in the topic at hand:
 
Hair Tonsuring-
Many devotees have their head tonsured as "Mokku", an offering to god…
When lord Balaji was hit on his head by a shepherd, a small portion of his scalp became 
bald. This was noticed by Neela Devi, a Gandharva princess. She felt "such an 
attractive face should not have a flaw". Immediately, she cut a portion of her hair and, 
with her magical power, implanted it on his scalp. Lord Balaji noticed her sacrifice. 
As hair is a beautiful asset of the female form, he promised her that all his devotees 
who come to his abode would offer their hair to him, and she would be the recipient of 
all the hair received. Hence, it is believed that hair offered by the devotees is accepted 
by Neela Devi. The hill, Neeladri, one of the seven hills, is named after her.

 Found at <https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Venkateswara_Temple,_Tirumala>.
____________________________

Source #2: New York Times Article titled “A Religious Tangle Over the Hair of 
Pious Hindus”
Written by Saritha Rai

“When she came to the temple three years ago, Ms. Subhasri, 35, offered her a waist-
length hair to the temple deity, Venkateshwara, in a sign of absolute devotion. She then 
prayed that her husband, Satyanarayana Raju, be cured of his acute stomach ulcers.

Last week she was back, offering her hair again in thanks for the recovery of her 
husband, and saying a new prayer for the success of her older son, Veeraraju, 15. ''He 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gandharva
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Venkateswara_Temple,_Tirumala
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has scored 490 marks out of 600 in his recent school exams and, god willing, he will be 
a doctor one day,'' Ms. Subhasri said, wiping her tears with one end of her sari…”

From <http://www.nytimes.com/2004/07/14/world/a-religious-tangle-over-the-hair-of-
pious-hindus.html>. Please note, an immodest picture appears on the web page. That is 
why a link is not present.
____________________________

Source #3 from Stack Exchange, a Question and Answer Forum answered by 
Hindu People:

Question: Many Hindus who visit Tirumala Venkateswara temple in Tirupati get their 
head tonsured [shaved] and offer their hair to lord Venkateswara. 
Why is this tradition followed? Why is it only followed in Venkateswara temple and not 
other temples? [Note to readers, from author of this report: Head tonsuring occurs at 
many other temples throughout India. However, Tirumala is the largest of them. The 
person asking the question doesn’t know that].

Answer: A small but popular story is there for this.
When lord Sri Venkateshawara (MahaVishnu/Balaji) was inside the snake-antHill on 
Tirumala , one sacred cow is to come and give milk to the lord daily (Brahma took the 
form as sacred cow), When a cow-herd man at once saw the sacred-cow pouring milk 
in the snake-ant Hill, he became angry and without understanding the truth, the Cow-
herd man took the axe and has hit the cow on the cow’s head with the axe. 
The Supreme lord Sri Venkatesha(Vishnu) who was present inside the snake-ant Hill 
received the hurt of the axe on his head from the cow-herd man instead of Cow getting 
hurt. When lord received the hurt of the Axe on his head, the portion of his hair on his 
head disappeared due to hurt by the axe. 
When mother Neela Devi saw lord being hurt on his head, she immediately removed the 
hair from her head and placed on the lord’s head in the portion where the lord was hurt. 
Immediately lord became well and Lord’s hair reappeared as beautiful as before he was 
hurt. 

Lord Venkatesha(Vishnu), knowing that hair is one of the beautiful features of 
women, promised that his devotees will shave hair of their head (tonsure) and 
dedicate their hair to her. Neela Devi accepts the hair sacrificed by devotees of 
lord Venkatesha(Vishnu) and lord blesses his devotees who sacrifice their hair for 
the sake of the lord. This is the reason why devotees tonsure or shave their head 
in Tirumala.
There are also Spiritual reasons: Tonsure or Shaving hair as offering for lord represents 
a real sacrifice of material beauty and giving up false-ego in the way of shaving their 
hair as the sacrifice to please supreme lord.

Found at <https://hinduism.stackexchange.com/questions/3137/why-does-one-get-their-
head-tonsured-and-offer-the-hair-to-lord-venkateswara-in>
________________________________________________________________

https://hinduism.stackexchange.com/questions/3137/why-does-one-get-their-head-tonsured-and-offer-the-hair-to-lord-venkateswara-in
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Source #4 From “Go Tirupati” Website:
This website has information posted about visiting the temple, such as tonsuring hours, 
directions, accommodations, etc. Here is a screenshot taken from their webpage. They 
themselves bolded the sentence shown below on their website:

Found at <https://www.gotirupati.com/tirumala-hair-offering-timings/>.
____________________________

Source #5 from a Question and Answer Forum for Hindu People on Quora:

Question: Why is it believed to do Mundan (donating Hair) to lord Tirupati Balaji? What 
is the story/significance behind it?

Some of the Answers Given:

By Lalitha Bhattiprolu on April 3, 2016:
Mundan [hair donation] is the favorite sacrifice for lord Venkateswara.
The story behind it goes like this: Once NEELA a devotee of the lord offered her hair for 
him when he lost it accidentally which deprived her of her beauty.

https://www.gotirupati.com/tirumala-hair-offering-timings/
https://www.quora.com/profile/Lalitha-Bhattiprolu
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Lord balaji promised her that  he will repay it by taking the hair from his devotees as an 
offering. Thus, mundan became a favorable offering for him.
The legend says, when we offer our hair we bow in front of him. It is a common  practice 
that along with hair, mustache also should be given to him. Then only our offering to him 
will be completed.
We must go for his darshan [visiting the temple to see the idol] after mundan to show 
him that we kept our promise of offering our hair.

By Choudhary Abhishek on Nov 14, 2014:
Every devotee (Bhakta) sees god in his/her own way and interprets god's actions(leela) 
his/her own understanding.

Their are various reasons for doing Mundan
1 "Mannat" A wish - When the wish is fulfilled one does Mundan / For the fulfilment         

of the wish.
2 New born babies are taken to temples for mundan  I've heard its auspicious and         

may be because the hair grew when the baby was in mother's womb for some 
reason.

3 After someone's death.        

By Akhila Kittu, on Nov 5th, 2016:
When lord Balaji went to meet Padmavatidevi There security guards threw stones at 
him as she was a princess. He found an injury at forehead and lost his hair to some 
extent. Then Goddess Neeladevi cut and gave her hair to Balaji. Then she was granted 
a boon that she will get hair by devotees of Balaji in reciprocal.

By Mithilesh Kunal, on July 16, 2015. 
She refers to herself as a “Hindu at heart and soul”:
“It is said that all the bad works and the sin resulted from them will reside at the edges 
of your hair.
So in Tirumala, the god is kind hearted to accept all your sins. It is achieved by giving 
your hair to god. I came to know about this from a priest.”

Found at <https://www.quora.com/Why-is-it-believed-to-do-Mundan-donating-Hair-to-
Lord-Tirupati-Balaji-What-is-the-story-significance-behind-it>.
______________________________________________________________

Source #6: Article titled “Belief Behind Donating hair at Tirupati Balaji"

By Jeevan Mantra, on Sep 12, 2010.

Chittur, a district in Andhra Pradesh is known for the richest and the most prosperous 
god, Shri Tirupati Balaji, and his temple. For devotees, especially Hindus, it is one of the 
most sacrosanct pilgrimages. It is believed that the temple is the heavenly abode of lord 
Vishnu and goddess Laxmi.

https://www.quora.com/profile/Choudhary-Abhishek
https://www.quora.com/profile/Mithilesh-Kunal
https://www.quora.com/Why-is-it-believed-to-do-Mundan-donating-Hair-to-Lord-Tirupati-Balaji-What-is-the-story-significance-behind-it
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A 7 feet bluish-black idol of Shri Tirupati Balaji was founded inside the temple. In India, 
every religious place is known for observing certain beliefs, traditions and customs. 
Similarly, tonsuring the head and offering hair at Tirupati Balaji’s temple is done with a 
special purpose. While offering hair, a devotee casts off all the vices, vanities and sins 
from his whole being. By doing so, he/she wants to become a complete devout. This is 
also done so that, Shri Balaji, who is all benevolent, showers all his love, benevolence, 
affection and piety over the devotee by fulfilling all his/her desires.
 
In older days, people followed the tradition of offering hairs in their own houses but now-
a-days people visit a place close to Shri Balaji’s temple, known as Kalyan Katta, for a 
ceremony to donate hair. After the ceremony, devotees take a plunge in the holy river of 
Pushkarini and visit the temple to offer prayers and to receive Shri Balaji’s blessings.  

Found at <http://daily.bhaskar.com/news/belief-behind-donating-hair-at-
balaji-1354990.html>.
______________________________________________________________

Source #7 from Quora, a Question and Answer Forum answered by Hindu people: 

Question: Should I donate my hair at Tirupati temple? What is the reason behind this to 
donate hair?

Answer Submitted by Thirumal Kamalashanthini on Aug 24, 2016

“…Hair or the ThamiL word ‘ sihai/!ைக’ was considered the crowning glory of a 
person….As crowning glory it would be considered sacrifice given to God …”

Found at <https://www.quora.com/Should-I-donate-my-hair-at-Tirupati-temple-What-is-
the-reason-behind-this-to-donate-hair>.
Further documentation of this topic is available at the request of the Rav.

http://daily.bhaskar.com/news/belief-behind-donating-hair-at-balaji-1354990.html
https://www.quora.com/profile/Thirumal-Kamalashanthini
https://www.quora.com/Should-I-donate-my-hair-at-Tirupati-temple-What-is-the-reason-behind-this-to-donate-hair

